
 
SAM HERNANDEZ 
 
1948  Born in Hayward, California 
 
EDUCATION 
1966-70 California State University, Hayward.  B.A. Sculpture.  
1972  Arizona State University, Tempe, AZ.  Graduate work, Sculpture. 
1973-74 University of Wisconsin, Madison, WI.  M.F.A. Art (Sculpture), 1974. 

 
TEACHING 
1974-77 East Texas State University, Commerce.  Instructor of Art; Director of   
  Sculpture Program and Coordinator of Three Dimensional Areas. 
1977-  Santa Clara University, Santa Clara, CA.  Assistant Professor, 1977-83; 
present Chair, Art Department, 1980-86; Associate Professor, 1983-95;    
  Full Professor 1996-present. 
 
GRANTS AND AWARDS              
1972    University of Sonora, Hermosillo, Mexico.  Honorary Diploma. 
1975     East Texas State University, Commerce, TX. Faculty Research Grant.    
   Cal Expo, Sacramento, CA.  Second Place Award in Sculpture.  
1976  Mobil Foundation, Houston TX.  Award in Sculpture. 

Fort Worth Art Museum, Fort Worth, TX.  Tarrant Annual Exhibition,  
First Place Award in Sculpture. 
East Texas State University, Commerce, TX.  Faculty Research Grant.            

1978  San Francisco Foundation, San Francisco, CA.  James D. Phelan Award.  
1980-82  University of Santa Clara, Santa Clara, CA. Dean's Fund  Research Grant.   

University of Santa Clara, Santa Clara, CA.  Presidents Fund Travel Grant,  
  Mexico (1980), British Columbia (1981), France (1982). 
1983  Cultural Council of Santa Clara County. Individual Artist Fellowship. 
1985  National Endowment for the Arts.  Visual Artist Fellowship. 
1986  Senior Fulbright Scholars Artist-in-Residence Award, Skopje University,   
  Skopje, Macedonia. 
1989  Northern California Grantmakers/National Endowment for the Arts/Cultural  
  Council of Santa Cruz County. Individual Artist grant.  
1993  Art of California Magazine.  Gold Discovery Award. 
1995  Monterey County Agricultural Center, Salinas, CA.  Public Art Commission 

national competition. 
1999  Santa Clara University. Curriculum Development Grant. 
2000  Anderson Ranch Arts Center, Experimental bronze casting residency award. 
2001  Santa Clara University. International Faculty Associates Program Grant 



2002, ‘04 Eureka Fellowship, Fleishhacker Foundation, Nominee 
2003  Santa Clara University, President’s Fund Grant 
2005  Santa Clara Univ., Thomas Terry and Center for Multicultural Learning grants 
2009  Santa Clara University, University Award for Sustained Excellence in  
  Scholarship and Provost’s Fund Grant 
 
ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE/VISITING ARTIST       
1974  Mount Senario College, Ladysmith, WI. Visiting Instructor, Summer.  
1980  University of Wisconsin, Madison, WI. Visiting Lecturer, Summer. 

University of Oregon, Eugene.  Sculpture workshop.  
1983  Stetson University, Deland, FL.  Sculpture Workshop. 
1986  Skopje University, Skopje, Macedonia.  Artist-in-Residence.  
1988      Artschool Santa Cruz, CA. "Special Techniques in Wood," Summer.     
1992  Honolulu Academy of Arts, Honolulu, HI. "Aha Hina Lima" Visiting   
   Artist/Lecturer, Summer. 
1993  Yuma Symposium, Yuma, Arizona.  Featured artist/lecturer.          
1994  Anderson Ranch, Snowmass Village, CO.  Visiting Artist, Summer. 

Haystack Mountain School of the Arts, Deer Isle, ME.  Visiting Artist. 
1995  University of Oregon, Eugene.  Sculpture workshop. 

Anderson Ranch, Snowmass Village, CO.  Visiting Artist, Summer. 
1998  The Exploratorium, San Francisco, CA. Artist-in-Residence. 
1999  California State University, Sacramento. Artist-in-Residence, Spring. 
2001  Anderson Ranch Arts Center, Snowmass Village, CO. September. 
2005  Anderson Ranch Arts Center. August-September. 
2009  Haystack Mountain School of the Arts, Deer Isle, ME.  Visiting Artist. 
 
SOLO EXHIBITIONS: 
1975  Los Olmecas Gallery, Sacramento, CA.  
            J. Williams Gallery Ltd., Austin, TX.       
1980  California State University, Chico, CA.             
1981  Quay Gallery, San Francisco, CA.  
1984  San Jose Museum of Art, San Jose, CA.  
1986, 1988 Rena Bransten Quay Gallery, San Francisco. (1988: Catalogue)        
1989   Cabrillo College Gallery, Aptos, CA.  

Richard L. Nelson Gallery, University of California, Davis, Brochure. 
1990  Christopher Grimes Gallery, Carmel, CA.       
1992  Oakland Museum, Oakland, CA. 
1993  Palm Springs Desert Museum, Palm Springs, CA. Catalogue 
1994  San Jose Museum of Art, San Jose, CA. 

Fresno Art Museum, Fresno, CA. 
Honolulu Academy of Arts, Honolulu, HI. 

1995  Redding Museum of Art and History, Redding, CA. 
University of Oregon Museum of Art, Eugene, OR. 
California Museum of Art, Santa Rosa, CA. 

1996  Frederick Spratt Gallery, San Jose, CA. 



1999  California State University, Sacramento 
2001  Museo Juan Cabre, Calaceite (Aragón), Spain 
2002  Crocker Art Museum, Sacramento, CA. 
2003  Université Paris Sorbonne, France 
2005  Wiegand Gallery, Notre Dame de Namur University, Belmont, CA. 
 
SAM HERNANDEZ, GROUP EXHIBITIONS 
 
1969 California State University, Hayward, CA.  
1970 Jennifer Pauls Gallery, Sacramento, CA.  
1972 University Gallery, Universidad de Sonora, Hermosillo, Mexico. 

Arizona State University Gallery, Tempe, AZ. 
1973 Union Arts League, Chicago, IL. 3D-'73. 
1974    Mt. Senario College, Ladysmith, WI.                  
 Shreveport Arts Center. Shreveport, LA.  East Texas State Invitational. 
1975 Benicia Art Center. Benicia, CA.  Biennial Exhibition. 

Cal Expo, Sacramento, CA.  Cal Expo Statewide Competition. 
1976   Mobil Foundation, Houston, TX.  

Fort Worth Art Museum, Fort Worth, TX.  Tarrant Annual. 
Johnson-Whitty Gallery, New Orleans, LA. 
Southern Methodist University Gallery, Dallas, TX.  Dog Show.        
D. W. Gallery, Dallas, TX.  Miniatures. 

1977 D. W. Gallery, Dallas, TX. 
Johnson-Whitty Gallery, New Orleans, LA.  Sam Hernandez/George Febres. 
John Michael Kohler Art Center, Sheboygan, WI.  Fish Story. 
Simonne Stern Gallerie, New Orleans, LA.  Egyptian Imagery.  

1978 Simonne Stern Gallerie, New Orleans, LA. 
New Orleans Museum of Art, New Orleans, LA.  New Acquisitions. 
Richard L. Nelson Gallery, University of California, Davis, CA. Artists Working in  
Wood. Catalogue. 
University of Montana, Billings, MT. 
San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, San Francisco, CA.  Artists' Soap-Box Derby. 
Works Gallery, San Jose, CA.  Sam Hernandez/William Rushton. 

1979 College of Notre Dame Art Gallery, Belmont, CA.  Images of Animals. 
San Francisco Museum of Modern Art Rental Gallery.  New Wood Sculpture.     

 La Chinche Gallery, Mexico City, Mexico.  La Corbata Caterina. 
Contemporary Art Center. New Orleans, LA.  Trienniel. 
Palo Alto Cultural Center. Palo Alto, CA.  Humor in Northern California Art. 
San Francisco Museum of Modern Art.  James D. Phelan Award Exhibition.  

1980 D. W. Gallery, Dallas, TX.  Self-Portraits. 
Art Department Gallery, University of Wisconsin, Madison. Visiting Faculty Show.  
John Michael Kohler Arts Center, Sheboygan, WI.  Wood:  Wisconsin. 
Elvehjem Museum of Art, Madison, WI.  Recent Works by Alumni of the Department  
of Art.  Catalogue. 
Fine Arts Gallery, Broken Bow, OK. The System, The Flow. 



SAM HERNANDEZ , Group Exhibitions, continued. 
 
1981 De Saisset Museum, University of Santa Clara, Santa Clara, CA.  Models and  

Miniatures. 
Jules La Forgue Gallery, New Orleans, LA. Introductions. 

1982    De Saisset Museum, Santa Clara, CA.  Art Faculty Exhibition. Catalogue. 
 Candy Store Art Gallery, Folsom, CA.  Red-Hots at the Candy Store. 

Sunnyvale Community Center, Sunnyvale, CA.  South Bay Sculpture. Catalogue. 
University Art Gallery, Calif.State Univ, Hayward. An Alumni Exhibition. Catalogue  

1983 San Jose Institute of Contemporary Art, San Jose, CA.  Shapes and Sources: 7 Bay  
 Area Sculptors. 
1984 ARCO Center for Visual Art, Los Angeles, CA.  3 Sculptors. 
 San Francisco Arts Commission Festival, San Francisco, CA.     
 New Orleans Academy of Fine Arts Gallery, New Orleans, LA.  Tampering with  
 Utopia.  

College of Wooster, Wooster, OH.  Sculpture.  Catalogue. 
Crocker Art Museum, Sacramento, CA.  Contemporary American Wood  Sculpture.   
Traveled to: Univ. of Arizona Museum of Art, Tucson, AZ; Sunrise Museums,  
Charleston, WV; Florida International University,  Miami, FL; Huntsville  
Museum of Art, Huntsville, AL; Chrysler Museum, Norfolk, VA; Honolulu  
Academy of Arts, Honolulu, HI. Catalogue.  
Fox Fine Arts Center, University of Texas, El  Paso, TX.  3-Dimensions.Catalogue. 
Mary Porter Sesnon Art Gallery, University of California, Santa Cruz.  San Jose/Santa  
Cruz Express. 

1985 Monterey Peninsula Museum of Art, Monterey, CA.  Works in Wood:Contemporary  
 Sculpture.  
1986 Gallery of Contemporary Art, University of Colorado, Colorado Springs, CO.   
 Contemporary Primitivism. 
 Intar Latin American Gallery, New York, NY.  Chicano Expressions: A New View in  
 American Art. Traveled to:  Otis Art Institute of Parsons School of Design, Los  
 Angeles, CA; The Mexican Museum, San Francisco, CA.  Catalogue. 
1986 The Mexican Museum, San Francisco, CA.  Lo del Corazon: Heartbeat of a Culture.  

Traveled to:  Charles Allis Art Museum, Milwaukee, WI; Fisher Art Gallery, University 
of Southern California, Los Angeles, CA.  Catalogue. 
The San Jose Museum of Art, San Jose, CA.  The First San Jose Biennial. Catalogue. 
Museum of Macedonia, Skopje, Macedonia.  Eighty Years of Macedonian Fine Art.  
Contemporary Arts Center, Cincinnati, OH.  Contemporary Screens.  Traveled  to:  
Lowe Art Museum, Coral Gables, FL; City Gallery of Contemporary Art,  
Raleigh, N.C.; Toledo (OH) Museum of Art; Des Moines Art Center, IA. Catalogue. 

   American Craft Museum, New York, NY.  Poetry of the Physical.  Traveled to:   
Denver Art Museum, Denver, CO; Laguna Art Museum, Laguna Beach, CA;  
Milwaukee Art Museum, Milwaukee, WI; J.B. Speed Art Museum, Louisville,  
KY; Virginia Museum of Fine Arts, Richmond, VA.  Catalogue. 



SAM HERNANDEZ , Group Exhibitions, continued. 
 
1987 San Jose Institute of Contemporary Art, San Jose, CA.  Cast Metal, 1987. 
            The Philbrook Museum of Art, Tulsa, OK.  The Eloquent Object: The Evolution of  

American Art in Craft Media Since 1945. Traveled to: Oakland Museum,  
Oakland, CA; Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, MA; Chicago Cultural Center,  
Chicago, IL; The Orlando Museum of Fine Art, Orlando, FL; Virginia  
Museum of Fine Arts, Richmond, VA. Catalogue.              

1988    University of Hawaii at Manoa Art Gallery, Honolulu. Third International Shoebox  
Sculpture Exhibition.  Traveled to: Culture Gallery Council for Cultural  
Planning and Development, Taipei, Taiwan; Taiwan Museum of Arts,  
Taichung, Taiwan; Anchorage Museum of History and Art, Anchorage, AK;  
University of Alaska Museum, Fairbanks; Florida  State University,  
Tallahassee; Brevard Art Center and Museum, Melborne, FL; Edison  
Community College, Fort Meyers, FL; Nora Eccles Harrison Museum of Art,  
Utah State University, Logan; Montgomery Art Museum, Montgomery, AL;  
Mitchell Museum, Mount Vernon, IL.  Catalogue.  

          Palo Alto (CA) Cultural Center.  Bay Area Sculpture: Metal, Stone and Wood. 
Mexican Museum, San Francisco, CA.  Gifts to the Permanent Collection. 

            De Saisset Museum, Santa Clara, CA.  A Faculty for Art.  Catalogue. 
San Francisco Museum of Modern Art Rental Gallery.  The First Ten Years. 
Michael Dunev Gallery, San Francisco, CA.  The Ties That Bind. 
The Contemporary Museum, Honolulu, HI.  Inaugural Exhibition:  Permanent  
Collection. 

1989 San Francisco International Airport, San Francisco, CA.  California Artists Who Are  
Educators.  
Frumpkin/Adams Gallery, New York, NY.  Sculpture and Color. 

            Anne Reed Gallery, Ketchum, ID.  Sculpture: Visions Transformed. 
            Iannetti-Lanzone Gallery, San Francisco, CA.  5 Bay Area Sculptors. 

Christopher Grimes Gallery, Carmel, CA.  Small Scale Works: Painting and Sculpture  
from Santa Cruz. 
College of Arts And Crafts, Oakland, CA.  Against the Grain: Contemporary Wood  
Sculpture. 

1990 Galerie Simonne Stern, New Orleans, LA.  Paola Borgatta, Sam Hernandez, James  
 Watral. 

Anne Reed Gallery, Ketchum, ID.  Sculpture: Visions Transformed II.  
1991 Peninsula Art Association, Belmont, CA.  Artists of Santa Clara University. 
 University of Hawaii at Manoa, Honolulu.  Fourth International Shoebox Sculpture  
 Exhibition.  Traveled to:  East Hawaii Cultural Center, Hilo; Tucson Museum  
 of Art, AZ; Murray State University Eagle Gallery, Murray, KY; University of  
 Oklahoma Museum of Art, Norman; Brunnier Gallery and Museum, Iowa State  
 University, Ames; Fine Arts Museum of the South, Mobile, AL; Gaston  
 County Museum, Dallas, NC; West Bend Gallery of Fine Arts, West Bend, WI;  



SAM HERNANDEZ, Group Exhibitions, continued. 
  
 California State Univ., Dominguez Hills Art Gallery, Carson; Nave Museum  
 Victoria, TX; Isla Center for the Arts, Univ. of Guam, Mangilao. Catalogue 
1991 Oakland Museum Sculpture Court at City Center, Oakland, CA.  11 at 1111: New  
 California Sculpture.       

Anne Reed Gallery, Ketchum, ID.  Sculpture:  Visions Transformed III. 
1992 Michael Dunev Gallery, San Francisco, CA.  Director's Choice. 
1993 Michael Dunev Gallery, San Francisco, CA.  Accrochage. 

Contemporary Museum-Honolulu Advertiser Gallery, Honolulu, HI. Aha Hina Lima. 
1993 Monterey Peninsula College, Monterey, CA.  Art Day Exhibition. 

Yuma Art Center, Yuma, AZ.  14th Yuma Symposium Exhibition. 
California Crafts Museum, San Francisco.  Icons in Contemporary Art. 

1994 Oakland Museum.  The Chair Affair. Catalogue. 
1995 California State University, Hayward.  Alumni Art Exhibit:  Six Artists.  
1996 The Oakland Museum of California.  Reincarnation. 
1997 De Saisset Museum. The Educated Eye. Catalogue. 
1998 Dean Lesher Regional Center for the Arts, Walnut Creek, CA. Wood Works. 
1999 Oakland Museum of California. What is Art For? Catalogue. 

Encina Art Gallery, Sacramento. Fifth Anniversary Show: Wood.  
2000 Encina Art Gallery, Sacramento. Heart for the Future, Part III. 

Southwest School of Art and Craft, San Antonio, TX. Fotoescultura and More. 
2001 Magdalena Baxeras Gallery, Barcelona. Sam Hernandez/Joan Canals Carreras 
2002 Art Foundry Gallery, Sacramento, CA. Sculpture. 
2003 Art Foundry Gallery, Sacramento. Sculpture 2003. 
2004 Art Object Gallery, San Jose. Depth of Field. 
 San Francisco City Hall. Hearts in San Francisco. 
2005 Santa Clara University. Recent Works by Faculty and Staff. 
 Heritage Bank of Commerce, San Jose. Artwork by Santa Clara University Faculty  
2006 University Art Gallery-Honolulu, HI.9th Annual International Shoebox Sculpture Exhib. 
 Gallery One, Washtenaw Community College, Ann Arbor, MI. Beyond Boundaries. 
 Pajaro Valley Art Center, Watsonville, CA. Sculpture Is. 
2007 Wiegand Gallery, Notre Dame de Namur University, Belmont.  A Strong Vision. 
 De Saisset Museum, Santa Clara University Experience Teaches. 
 San Francisco Museum of Craft + Design. M. Lee Fatherree’s Photography : Evidence  

of Artists at Work. 
2008 Olga Anton Taller, Madrid, Spain. Obra Sobre Papel. 
 Heritage Bank, San Jose, CA. Faculty for Art II.  
2009 Haystack Mountain School, Deer Isle, ME. Faculty Exhibition. 
 Euphrat Museum of Art, De Anza College, Cupertino, CA. In Between: The Tension  
 and Attraction of Difference. 
 William Siegal Gallery, Santa Fe. New Work. (Two-person) 
 



PUBLICATIONS/VIDEO 
1979 Day of the Dead:  Tradition and Change in Contemporary Mexico.  Santa Clara, CA: 

Triton Museum of Art.  Co-author. 
1981 "Mexican Indian Dance Masks." African Arts XIV:3 (May 1981). Co-author. 
1982 "Preface." Art Faculty Exhibition. Santa Clara: De Saisset Museum, Santa Clara Univ.  
1994 A Conversation with Doctor Jake. Berkeley: Paradox Dance Co. Performance video.   
2001 “Watts Towers,” Raw Vision Magazine. Number 37 (December, 2001), photographs  

used to illustrate article by Jo Farb Hernandez. 
2005 Forms of Tradition in Contemporary Spain. Jackson: University Press of Mississippi. 
 Photographs and drawings used to illustrate book by Jo Farb Hernandez. 
2006 Forms of Tradition in Contemporary Spain. San Jose: Natalie and James Thompson Art 
 Gallery, San Jose State University. Videographer. (140 min/4 DVDs) 
2006 “Art Environments” and “Outsider Art,” Encyclopedia of American Folklife. Armonk,  

NY: M.E. Sharpe. Vol. 1: 51; Vol. 3: 927. (photographs) 
2007 Sublime Spaces and Visionary Worlds. Leslie Umberger, with contributions by Erika 

Doss, Ruth DeYoung Kohler, Lisa Stone, and Jane Bianco. Sheboygan: John  
Michael Kohler Art Center, 2007: 21, 38-39. (photographs) 

2008 “Timelessness of Form,” Humberto Hermosillo Sculptor. San Jose: Hermosillo Trust,  
 2008:6-7. Co-authored with Jo Farb Hernandez. 

The Incredible Power of One. Taro Hasumi. Japan: Takarajimasha, Inc., 2008: Sabato  
Rodia’s Towers, Watts, Los Angeles, CA: 23.  
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